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brown on rim top and interior surface, dark grey in core 
and on exterior surface. Top of rim decorated by three 
diagonal twisted cord impressions; exterior decorated by 
seven rows of elongate stab marks. Context: Pit EDP.
46 3 rim sherds with outer surface only (1 illustrated). 
Rim has internal bevel and shape of wall suggests sherd 
came from a bowl. Tempered with angular grey grits (up 
to 10mm in length). Fabric ﬁred buff/red/orange. Exterior 
surface decorated by four rows of deep kidney-shaped, 
probably bird-bone, impressions. Context: Pit EDP.
49 1 rim sherd, rim out-turned with straight diagonal 
bevel and straight neck, clay beneath out-turn messily 
smoothed. Tempered with grey and black and white crys-
talline grits (up to 4mm in length). Fabric ﬁred dark grey 
in core and interior, brown/pink on exterior surface. Rim 
decorated by ﬁve rows of diagonal twisted-cord ‘maggots’ 
arranged in a herring bone pattern – one row on inside 
of rim, two rows on bevel and two rows on curve of bevel. 
Deep groove on neck body junction. Context: Pit EDQ.
50 1 body sherd tempered with dark angular grits (up 
to 8mm in length). Fabric ﬁred dark grey with brown, 
cracked interior surface. Exterior decorated by two rows 
of elongate stab marks. Context: Pit EDQ.
54 1 body sherd tempered with angular grey and black 
and white crystalline grits (up to 6mm in length). Fabric 
ﬁred dark grey. Exterior decorated by two rows of small 
triangular impressions. Context: Pit MAA.
4.3 Beaker vessel (illus 10; illus 11; illus 12; 
illus 13) by Alison Sheridan
This vessel was found lying on its side, resting on the 
slabs above the cist at the southern edge of the pit for 
Cist 2. The weight of the pit backﬁll had distorted the 
pot so that most of the body had been ﬂattened into an 
oval shape, measuring 195 s 130mm at its rim (illus 
11); its current height of c 185mm may therefore be 
slightly different from its original height. Although 
thus warped and cracked, the pot is essentially intact, 
with only a few fragments missing.
The pot has a gently squared-off rim, slightly 
ﬂaring neck around 60mm in height, slightly bulbous 
upper belly, and ﬂat base (whose interior is also ﬂat). 
The pot’s proﬁle varies considerably thanks to its 
distortion: viewed narrow side on (as in illus 12), it 
appears fairly slender, whereas if viewed broad side 
on (as in illus 13), the belly appears plumper. The 
base diameter is 91–2mm and the wall thickness at 
the neck is c 8.5mm. The fabric of the pot is fairly ﬁne, 
and although it contains fairly numerous angular and 
sub-angular grits of black and speckled white-black 
stone (up to 12 s 7mm in size), the surfaces had been 
carefully smoothed, so relatively few protrude. The 
exterior and interior surfaces had been slipped prior 
Illus 10   Beaker from above Cist 2
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to the pot’s decoration. Decoration consists of impres-
sions of rectangular-toothed combs, arranged in 
zones. On the neck are two bands, the upper one con-
sisting of a criss-cross design, the lower of horizontal 
running chevrons; each is framed top and bottom by 
a continuous horizontal line. This scheme is repeated 
in reverse on the upper belly, and below that there 
is a horizontal line with diagonal impressions below 
it. Three combs may have been used to create this 
decoration, with lengths of around 20, 30 and 50mm, 
respectively; each comb was 1–1.5mm wide.
The outside of the pot is a mottled reddish-brown-
buff-mid brown colour; the reddish-brown extends 
through the wall and into the interior, indicating that 
the pot had been ﬁred for long enough to burn out any 
organic material in the clay. There were no obvious 
traces of encrusted organic residues on the interior 
(cf Bohncke’s negative results from pollen analysis, 
Section 3.3.2), although there is a small patch of very 
thin, blackish material on the outside of the neck. 
Whether this relates to the pot’s former contents (if 
any) is uncertain.
The Beaker ﬁnds its closest parallels in terms of 
shape and decorative scheme among those vessels 
classiﬁed by Clarke as ‘Developed Northern’ (N2) and 
‘Developed Northern (long-necked)’ (N2(L); Clarke 
1970) and by Lanting & van der Waals as ‘step 5’ 
(Lanting & van der Waals 1972), in their scheme for 
north-east England and south-east Scotland. The 
Beakers found elsewhere in East Lothian are not 
generally very similar to the Dryburn Bridge pot, the 
least dissimilar example being an N2(L) Beaker from 
Nunraw (Clarke 1970, ﬁg 558), which includes zones 
of horizontal running chevron comb impressions.
In terms of dating, the Beaker’s position with 
respect to the cist makes it hard to tell whether it 
had originally belonged with the disarticulated body 
(Burial 11) or with the articulated body (Burial 10). 
However, given that these two bodies are chronologi-
cally indistinguishable in radiocarbon terms (Section 
Illus 11   Reconstructed Beaker; overhead view
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5), this uncertainty of association is irrelevant. When 
viewed within the overall range of reliable dates 
for Scottish Beakers (illus 14), both dates for Cist 2 
fall comfortably within the overall range for Beaker 
currency in Scotland. This extends from 2500/2400 BC 
to c 1800 BC, with most examples falling within the 
range 2300–1950 BC (which coincides with the overall 
Dryburn Bridge Cist 2 date range of 2290–1970 cal 
BC at 2-sigma). The other dated Beakers of Clarke’s 
N2 and N2(L) types (from Cists 1 and 2, Broomend 
of Crichie and Tavelty, Aberdeenshire) are not espe-
cially similar to the Dryburn Bridge example, and of 
these the Broomend of Crichie Cist 2 examples are 
associated with a date of 3932±35 BP (OxA-11243) 
that is markedly, and inexplicably, earlier than other 
Scottish Beaker dates.
As noted elsewhere in this report, the position of 
the Beaker above the cist is very unusual, and the 
signiﬁcance of this placement is hard to ascertain. It 
appears to have been deposited immediately before 
the cist pit was backﬁlled, and on top of the slabs 
that have been interpreted as evidence for paving, a 
pit lining or a two-tier structure (Section 6.2). That 
it had probably been deposited upright, and had 
tipped over by the weight of the backﬁll, is suggested 
by the gravel found inside it.
Illus 12   Reconstructed Beaker; ‘narrow side’ view
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Other examples where Beakers (or parts thereof) 
have been found above graves do not provide an 
exact parallel for the practice here. At Chapelden, 
Aberdeenshire, fragments of an incomplete second 
Beaker were placed on the capstone of a cist con-
taining a complete Beaker (Greig et al 1989). Here 
the practice was interpreted in terms of an act of 
mourning, perhaps the smashing of a pot to make a 
libation over the closed cist, or depositing fragments 
of a pot used by the mourners to drink to the deceased. 
Other examples of mourning practices were cited by 
the authors: patches of burning on top of two Beaker 
cists in the cemetery at Borrowstone, Aberdeenshire, 
and the deliberate breakage of jet pendants at Barns 
Farm, Fife (Greig et al 1989, 78). On Biggar Common, 
a Beaker smashed into nearly 200 sherds was found 
at various locations in and over a grave containing a 
handled Beaker: on the ﬂoor of the burial pit, within 
the cairn covering it, and on top of the cairn (Sheridan 
1997, 211, 213–5). Here, once more, the pot’s delib-
erate breakage and deposition during the course 
of the burial was regarded as part of the mourning 
rituals. At Dryburn Bridge, however, the Beaker was 
deposited intact, as if it should have been inside the 
Illus 13   Reconstructed Beaker; ‘broad side’ view
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cist accompanying the deceased on their journey to 
the afterlife. The uncertainty over whether it had 
originally been intended as a grave good for Burial 10 
or Burial 11 (or indeed as a votive offering for both) 
makes deﬁnitive interpretation impossible.
4.4 Human remains from the cists by Julie 
Roberts
4.4.1 Introduction
The skeletons recovered from the cists were origi-
nally analysed c 1980 (Harman, typescript in 
project archive deposited with National Monuments 
Record for Scotland). Burials 4, 10 and 11 were 
dated by radiocarbon methods in 1979/80, a process 
that involved the destruction of substantial quan-
tities of bone (by comparison to the much smaller 
sample sizes now required). This was particularly 
unfortunate in the case of Burial 11 where the dated 
elements (both tibiae) might have helped to conﬁrm 
the diagnosis of leprosy (see Section 4.4.7). In re-
sampling the remains for fresh dating (Section 5) 
an attempt was made to take the minimum amount 
of bone necessary for the dating to be successful. 
Methodologies used in the analysis of the skeletal 
remains are recorded in Appendix I.
Illus 14   Radiocarbon dates for Scottish Beakers (courtesy of Alison Sheridan)
